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“ The Play’s the thing.”—Ask for Thomas’s Observer. 





Theatricals at St. Petersburgh.—The first season of the Jtaliens 
in the Russian capital has closed, having been attended with a degree of 
success and encouragement towards the principal artistes which promises 
to make St. Petersburgh and the Russians become what London and the 
English have been so long—the golder dream of every artiste of emi- 
nence. In reading of the magnificent presents made to Rubini, Tam- 
burini, and Mme. Viardot, it is impossible to deny that, whatever may 
be said of Imperial despotism, it appears only to be made visible to our 
great singers by the princely generosity of the Emperor and his Court, 
and his Majesty’s very amiable condescension towards them. The 
following is the translation of a letter from St Petersburgh, dated the 
26th of February, giving an account of the close of the season. It is 
a curious commentary upon the barbarism of the North, of which we 
hear so much :—The season of the Italians closed here on the last day of 
the carnival. The attempt to establish this fashionable entertainment on 
the banks of the Neva has not only been successful beyond all expectation, 
but the popularity of the principal artistes is almost beyond credence. 
Rubini, Tamburini, and Madame Viardot Garcia, have quitted St. 
Petersburgh literally covered with marks of the Emperor's truly regal 
munificence and other costly presents, the amount of which would seem 
fabulous in any other city than St. Petersburgh—to the lady shawls, 
chains, and jewelled bracelets; to the gentlemen, rings, brooches, and 
snuff-boxes set in brilliants; and, added to these gifts, the still more 
flattering homage of the direct countenance of the Emperor and Royal 
Family, his Majesty frequently doing the artistes the honour of descend~ 
ing from his loge and conversing with gracious familiarity. 

The entire season has been a succession of fétes both for the singers 
and the public, but the closing representation, at which I was present, 
was one of the most extraordinary displays of popular feeling ever wit- 
nessed in any country. It took place on a Sunday, and commenced at 
twelve in the day, instead of in the evening. The performances were 
the second act of the Puritani, and the Sonnambula. In the, former, 
the appearance of Tamburini, who here takes the part filled byLablache 
in Paris, was the signal for the rising of the entire audience en masse 
to welcome him—loges, parterre, and galleries joining in their plaudits, 
which lasted actually some minutes, before he was allowed to proceed. 
The reception of Mme. Viardot was positively tremendous ; and whether 
it be the applause she continually receives, or the climate which agrees 
with her, I don’t know, but the fact is she is wonderfully improved in 
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her voice and appearance since her arrival here. Rubini’s entrance was 
the occasion for another display of enthusiasm, when the principal artistes, 
including Tamburini, were again called for by the public, individually, 
and collectively, and the stage was literally covered with flowers, 
at no small cost in the month of February. Rubini and Tambu- 
rini started immediately for Moscow, and Madame Viardot for Vienna, 
where she is engaged for the season. At the close of the opera at Mos- 
cow, Rubini sets out for Italy, and Tamburini for Paris. The latter 
has been by far the greatest favourite. 





Fashionable Lounges. 
To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer, 


Dear Mr. Epiror,—Just wish to say a word—beg pardon, hope I don’t intrude 
—but will you excuse me—I have to mention that I’ve arranged so as to rub 
shoulders with my friends and the fashionable world at one or other of the Grand 
Lounges about town :— 

_ Monday, stroll to Mapame Tussaup’s splendid Exhibition, Golden Corinthian 
Saloon, Baker-st., Portman-sq., to view TheShrine of Napoleon, or GoldenChamber, 
containing the Camp-Bed on which he died in exile—splendid rooms fitted for the 
purpose—the magnificent Car of the King of Rome—the Coronation Robes of the 
Emperor and Josephine—the original full-length Picture of Napoleon, byLefevre-— 
the celebrated Military Carriage, taken at Waterloo, &c.—crowded daily. 

Tuesday, examine the extraordinary Model of Venice, at the Egyptian Hall, 
Piccadilly, (open daily)—the most surprising work of art ever exhibited, contain- 
ing a faithful copy of every object, however minute, that the interesting city of 
Venice presents—102 churches, 122 towers, 340 bridges, 135 large palaces, 927 
smaller palaces, 471lcanals, and 18,479 houses are represented in the model.—Open 
from 10 in the morning till 10 at night, with brilliant effects of sunshine produced 
by a novel artificial light of wonderful intensity.—Admission 1s. 

Afterwards call at the Cosmorama Rooms, 209, Regent Street, between the 
hours of twelve and seven, to witness the Extraordinary Performance of the 
Infant Sisters, These surprising little creatures must be seen to form a right 
conception of their powers in Thalia’s Song and Euphrosyne’s Dance. 

Must inform your readers that Mr. Templeton will produce an Original 
Entertainment, composed of a Memoir, interspersed with Illustrations, selected 
from the Works of Sir Walter Scott, to be entitled the “ Lays of the Last Great 
Scottish Minstrel, the highly gifted and lamented Great Unknown,” onThursday, 
28th of March, at the Queen’s Concert Rooms, Hanover Square. 

Wednesday, I am to be found at the Chinese Collection, Hyde Park Corner. 
It consists of objects exclusively Chinese, comprising upwards of 50 figures as 
large as life, in their native costume, from the highest mandarin to the mechanic ; 
and replete with articles illustrative of their manafactures, habits, and domestic 
arrangements. Also many thousand specimens, both in Natural History and Mis- 
cellaneous Curiosities. 

Why should the people of England patronize Perr1Na ? Because he has every 
wish to improve the heads of the Nation. HisVelvet Hats at 12s., his best Beavers 
at a Guinea, and Travelling Caps at 5s. 6d., erown half London.—Cecil House, 
85, Strand, and 251, Regent Street. 

Talk of Phrenology—if you wish to find a Pericranium fully developed, visit 
the Garrick’s Heap, Bow Street,—where you will find conviviality, risibility, 
and choice spirits fully displayed—the celebrated Judge and Jury every night— 
a select Concert—a Dinner, fit for the élite, ls,—and Bed and Breakfast, half-a- 
crown—surprising ! 

Finding my sight and hearing getting bad, consulted a physician, who recom- 
mended me to take GrimsTong’s Eye SNurFF, went to his magnificent new 
establishment, 434, Oxford Street, and bought a canister of it for 1s. 3d.—find my 
sight returned, and my hearing restored. Got rid of my old head ache—feel so 
grateful, mean to write him a letter of thanks, 

Saturday, I examine Miss Linwoop’s curious Needle Work, Leicester-square— 
lately added other beautiful specimens of her art.—But I intrude—beg pardon— 
Your’s &c.—PAUL PBY 
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~~ “'Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 
This Evening, the renowned Opera, in Three Acts, of 


Guillaume Tell ! 


THE WHOLE OF THE MUSIC BY ROSSINI, ADAPTED 
TO THE ENGLISH STAGE BY SIR H. R. BISHOP. 
The Chorusses tinder the direction of Mr. J. H. TULLY. 
MusicalDi rector and Conductor, Mr. BENEDICT. 

The Dances, by Mr. OBRYAN. 


Arnold Coe Co Sete Sede ee esereSeseeeseors Monsieur DUPRE Z; 
(His 8th Appearance on the English. Stage.) 
Gesler,( Zand Vogt of Prince Albert of Hapsburgh)Mr HORNCASTLE, 


Rodolph, ( Chief of Gesler’s Guards) Mr H. HORNCASTLE, 
William Tell... 2.00. Swiss ) Mr STRETTON, 
Walter Furst, of Uri, Confederates ) Mr BORRANI, 

Erni, of the Melchthal,,... (Father of Arnold) ....Mr 8S. JONES, 
Lutern, (Son of Guillaume Tell) Madlle. ALBERTAZZI, 
Ruodi . (a Fisherman), .Mr BARKER, - 

Leuthold, .(a Shepherd),.Mr HOWELL, Hunter,.MrMORGAN, 
Chief of the Canton of Unterwald, Mr SIMMONS. 

Chief of the Canton of Schwytz......... wcocceceseee Mr CONNELL 

Chief of the Canton of Uri, Mr BURT. 
Matilda, .( Princess of the House of Hapsbourg), .Miss ROMER, 
‘Martha, ( Wife of Guillaume Tell), Miss BETTS, 
The following are the Incidents and new Scenery by the Messrs. GRIEVE. 
) Torrent of Schachenthal, by the Village of Burglen, in the Canton 

















of Uri. A General Rustic Dance. The Heights of Seelisberg, 

overlooking the Lake of the Waldstetten and Slope of Ruttl. The 

; Rising of the Cantons. Public Place of Altorf, with the celebra- 

tion of a General Fete, in which will be introduced La Tyrolienne, 

by M. Delferier, Mile. O'Bryan, and Miss Clara Webster, and 

Le Pas Milituire. Exterior of a Swiss Cottage. Insurrection of 
the Inhabitante, assembled for the Release of Guillaume Tell. 


To conclude with, the Drama of 


' The Brigand. 


Prinee Bianchi, Mr DIDDEAR, 
pT EE re em .- «Mr W. WEST, 
Theodore, Mr SELBY, 
Count Caraffa......cscccceceessseeee- Mr BURT, 
Cardinal Secretary, Mr MORRIS, 





ECONO 6 6 o.00 0 dese es <a 5e% .. Mr MEADOWS, 
Fabio, Mr T. RIDGWAY, 
Allessandro Massaroni ..... eoeeee Mr HUDSON, 


Rubaldo, Mr G. HORNCASTLE, 
Spoletto.. Mr BINGE, Matteo..Mr HOWELL, 
Carlotti..Mr H. HORNCASTLE, 
Officer..Mr HEATH, Servant..Mr BECKETT. 
Ottavia, Miss COLLETT, 

Marie Grazie ......++.---+» Mrs A. WIGAN. 
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Theatre Royal, Haymarket. sia, 








This Evening, with new —. yt The and Decorations, Shakspeare’s 
of 


TAMING 


OF THE 


SHREW. 


FROM THE ORIGINAL TEXT. 
Induction. 
A Lord, Mr STUART, Christopher Sly, Mr STRICKLAND, 
Page, Players, Hunitsmen, and other Servants, 
Miss KENDALL, Mr WEBSTER, Mr BUCKSTONE, &ec. &c. 
The Persons of the Play itself are— 





Baptista, .Mr GOUGH, incentio,,Mr TILBURY, 


Lucentio, .MrH. HOLL, Hortensio,.Mr HOWE, 


Gremio,.Mr JAMES BLAND, Petrucio, ,.Mr WEBSTER, 


Grumio, .Mr BUCKSTONE, Tranio,.Mr BRINDAL, 
Biondello, .Mr H.WIDDICOMB, Pedant,.Mr SANTER. 
Katharina, .(the Shrew), .Mrs NISBETT, 
Bianca, ,.Miss JULIA BENNETT, Widow, .Mrs STANLEY. 











After the Comedy, 


Mr. JOHN PARRY 


Will sing his Operatic Scene “ NORMA,” 








In the course of the Evening, the Band will perform 
‘*“ PRINCE ALBERT’s WALTZ.”—Labitzki. 
Published by Messrs. Cocks & Co., Princes-st., Hanover-sq. 








To be followed by the admired Drama of 


SUZANNE. 


Col, Madison, Mr STUART, 
Mr Brinsly Bounceby............ Mr WEBSTER, 
Simon Swallow, Mr BUCKSTONE, | 
Suzanne .......... ...++.. Madame CELESTE, 
Mrs Lignum, Mrs W. CLIFFORD, 
Sally Swallow, . 2.0.20 -0s0s. Miss MATTLEY. 


To conclude with, (8th time) a New Petite Musical Drama, called 


Der Nacht Teufel. 


ThePrince, Mr H.HOLL, 
Baron Gillestiern ............ Mr STRICKL AND, 
Oscar, “Mr HOWE, 
Baroness Grommer ....s.+- Mrs GLOVER, 
Matilda,MissP. HORTON, Caroline,MissBE. NNETT 
Mademoiselle de Lahstein, Miss t.EF, 


Printed and Published, every Morning, by E. & J. Thomas, 25, Russell Court 
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